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Analyzing the DBQ

Peasant Revolt

Name: ______________________________

Unit 1, 
Class 36 & 37

Part One: Analyzing the DBQ
The primary purpose of the document-based essay question is not to test prior knowledge of 
subject matter but rather to evaluate the writer’s ability to formulate and support an answer 
from documentary evidence. Depending on the topic and focus of a particular DBQ, the ques-
tion may or may not require a discussion of change over time. Documents are chosen on the 
basis of both the information they convey about the topic and the perspective that they offer on 
other documents used in the exercise. Thus the fullest understanding of any particular docu-
ment emerges only when that document is viewed in relation to the others.  There is no single 
“correct” response; instead, various approaches are possible, depending on the writer’s ability 
to understand the documents and ultimately to judge their significance.

Answer here:

 In writing the essay, it is useful to consider the following points. The document-based question is an exercise in 
both analysis and synthesis. It requires one to first read and analyze the documents individually and then plan and construct 
an appropriate response to the essay question based upon an interpretation of the documentary evidence as a whole. 

Task One: The Prompt:
Read the prompt below.  What is the main idea being asked in this document based question?  What are some of the topics 
that may be addressed in this question?  In complete sentences, write the answer below the prompt. 
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Sample Prompts:
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EUROPEAN HISTORY 
SECTION II 

Part A 
(Suggested writing time—45 minutes) 

Percent of Section II score—45 
 
Directions:  The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-12. The documents have been 
edited for the purpose of this exercise. Write your answer on the lined pages of the Section II free-response booklet. 
 
This question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand historical documents. Write an essay that: 

Provides an appropriate, explicitly stated thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question and does NOT 
simply restate the question. 
Discusses a majority of the documents individually and specifically. 
Demonstrates understanding of the basic meaning of a majority of the documents. 
Supports the thesis with appropriate interpretations of a majority of the documents. 
Analyzes point of view or bias in at least three documents. 
Analyzes the documents by explicitly grouping them in at least three appropriate ways.  

 

You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the documents. 

 1. Analyze various arguments that emerged over the course of the nineteenth century about how to improve the 
lives of European workers. 

 
  Historical Background: Economic changes in the nineteenth century dramatically increased the number of 

European industrial workers and transformed the conditions under which they lived and worked. 

Document 1 
 

Source: Thomas Malthus, English economist, An Essay on the Principle of Population, 
second edition, 1803. 
 
The principal and most permanent cause of poverty has little or no relation to forms of 
government, or the unequal division of property; and as the rich do not in reality possess 
the power of finding employment and maintenance for [all] the poor, the poor cannot, in 
the nature of things, possess the right to demand them; [these] are important truths flowing 
from the principle of population. . . . And it is evident that every man in the lower classes 
of society, who became acquainted with these truths, would be disposed to bear the 
distresses in which he might be involved with more patience. 
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EUROPEAN HISTORY 
SECTION II 

Part A 
(Suggested writing time—45 minutes) 

Percent of Section II score—45 
 
Directions:  The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-12. The documents have been 
edited for the purpose of this exercise. Write your answer on the lined pages of the Section II free-response booklet. 
 
This question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand historical documents. Write an essay that: 

Provides an appropriate, explicitly stated thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question and does NOT 
simply restate the question. 
Discusses a majority of the documents individually and specifically. 
Demonstrates understanding of the basic meaning of a majority of the documents. 
Supports the thesis with appropriate interpretations of a majority of the documents. 
Analyzes point of view or bias in at least three documents. 
Analyzes the documents by explicitly grouping them in at least three appropriate ways.  

 

You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the documents. 

 1. Analyze various arguments that emerged over the course of the nineteenth century about how to improve the 
lives of European workers. 

 
  Historical Background: Economic changes in the nineteenth century dramatically increased the number of 

European industrial workers and transformed the conditions under which they lived and worked. 

Document 1 
 

Source: Thomas Malthus, English economist, An Essay on the Principle of Population, 
second edition, 1803. 
 
The principal and most permanent cause of poverty has little or no relation to forms of 
government, or the unequal division of property; and as the rich do not in reality possess 
the power of finding employment and maintenance for [all] the poor, the poor cannot, in 
the nature of things, possess the right to demand them; [these] are important truths flowing 
from the principle of population. . . . And it is evident that every man in the lower classes 
of society, who became acquainted with these truths, would be disposed to bear the 
distresses in which he might be involved with more patience. 

 

2010 AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS (Form B) 
 
 

© 2010 The College Board.  
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 

 

  GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE. 
-2- 

EUROPEAN HISTORY 
SECTION II 

Part A 
(Suggested writing time—45 minutes) 

Percent of Section II score—45 
 
Directions:  The following question is based on the accompanying Documents 1-12. The documents have been 
edited for the purpose of this exercise. Write your answer on the lined pages of the Section II free-response booklet. 
 
This question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand historical documents. Write an essay that: 

• Provides an appropriate, explicitly stated thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question and does NOT 
simply restate the question. 

• Discusses a majority of the documents individually and specifically. 
• Demonstrates understanding of the basic meaning of a majority of the documents. 
• Supports the thesis with appropriate interpretations of a majority of the documents. 
• Analyzes point of view or bias in at least three documents. 
• Analyzes the documents by explicitly grouping them in at least three appropriate ways.  

 

You may refer to relevant historical information not mentioned in the documents. 

 

 1. Analyze the debates over Italian national identity and unification in the period circa 
1830–1870. 

  Historical Background:  After the Congress of Vienna, Italy consisted of the following 
states:  the Kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia, the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, the  
Papal States (controlled by the pope), Parma, Modena, Tuscany (whose policies were 
strongly influenced by Austria), and Venetia and Lombardy (both ruled directly by 
Austria). 

  Italy remained politically and culturally divided well into the nineteenth century. 
Movements for the unification of Italy began in the 1820s and 1830s and continued 
even after the Kingdom of Italy was proclaimed in 1861. The peninsula finally became 
politically unified in 1870. 
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Task Two: The Documents
Following the documents, there are two parts to this task.
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Section One: The Source. First determine the types of documents present in the handout and place the information below.  
For instance, document one is from a book.  The documents begin on page 107 of these handouts. Identify the resource 
in the boxes below.

Document One:

Document Two

Document Three

Document Four

Document Five

Document Six

Document Seven

Document Eight

Document Nine

Document Ten

Document Eleven

Document Twelve

Section Two:  The Documents.  Examine the assigned documents.  Briefly list the main idea of each excerpt below: You 
may utilize bullet points to present your thoughts.

Document One:

Document Two

Document Three
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Document Four

Document Five

Document Six

Document Seven

Document Eight

Document Nine

Document Ten

Document Eleven

Document Twelve
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Task Three: Working the Documents
Section One: Grouping
In order to handle multiple documents, it is helpful to group like documents.  These documents should be grouped ac-
cording to content and not according to type of source.  There should be three groupings. Give a clear title (topic) to the 
grouping of documents. The use of pro and con is not an acceptable topic.  List the documents that would fall under these 
titles.  Documents may appear in more than one grouping.  Finally, in writing, describe the main idea of the category.  In 
what way may this category help to answer the prompt? 
 Create three groupings based on the documents found on pages 107 to 109.

Grouping #1 Title       List Document Numbers

What is the Main idea of this Category?

Grouping #2 Title       List Document Numbers

What is the Main idea of this Category?

Grouping #3 Title       List Document Numbers

What is the Main idea of this Category?
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Section Two: Topic Sentences
For each of the groupings above, write a topic sentence that informs the reader the purpose of the grouping.

Grouping #1       

Topic Sentence:

Grouping #2      

Topic Sentence:

Grouping #3       

Topic Sentence:

Task Four: The Introductory Paragraph
Section One: Thesis Sentence
Based on the groupings above, write a thesis statement which addresses all parts of the prompt.

Thesis Sentence:
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Section Two: Introductory Paragraph
Read each of the introductory paragraphs.  Assess the effectiveness of the paragraph.  Does it address all parts of the 
prompt?  Does it set out a clear plan in the thesis sentence?  Would you be willing to complete the writing of this introduc-
tory paragraph?

Comments:

Comments:

Comments:

Would you choose this paragraph to 
finish writing the essay?

YES          NO

Would you choose this paragraph to 
finish writing the essay?

YES          NO

Would you choose this paragraph to 
finish writing the essay?

YES          NO


